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continue this comprehensive Temper hereafter, I will shew by
one instance, and it is the Recommendation which the King him-
self was pleased to make of the judicious author of the Observations
on the Bills of Mortality, in whose election it was far from being
a prejudice that he was a shopkeeper of London.. .. His Majesty
gave his particular charge to his Society, that if they find any
more such Tradesmen they should be sure Jo admit them all
without any more ado."

Of the ideological milieu in which men like Graunt or Petty
rubbed shoulders with Newton and Boyle, Flamsteed and Hooke,
Sprat has much to say. There was then what there is not to-day,
and perhaps has never since been in the history of English social
culture. Copernicus had made a common platform for students
of nature and society by showing that you cannot build a science
on the shifting sands of self-evident principles. Sprat spoke for
Graunt when he contrasted the Baconian method with that of
their predecessors who

began with some general definition of the things themselves
according to their universal natures. . . . But though this notional
war had been carried on with far more care and calmness amongst
them than it was: yet it was never able to do any great good
towards the enlargemeitf of knowledge, because it relied on
general terms which had not much foundation in knowledge.
That this insisting altogether on established axioms is not the
most useful way is not only clear in any such conceptions which
they managed but also in those things which lie before every
man's observation. ... To make a prudent man in the affairs
of state there must be a sagacity of judgment in particular things,
a dexterity in discerning the advantages of occasion, a study of
the humour and interests of the people. . . . The very way of
disputing itself and inferring one thing from another alone is not
at all proper for the spreading of knowledge. . . . For if but
one link in the whole chain be loose, they wander far away and
seldom or never recover their first ground again. It may easily
be proved that those very themes on which they built their most
subtile webs were not all collected by a sufficient information
from the things themselves, which if it can be made out, I hope